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A Little Bit of Old Florida...and a Little Bit of New Florida 

The WBNA wants to make sure that everyone in Winter Beach 

has an opportunity to be a member of this great organiza-

tion...and stay in the loop.  Therefore February has been desig-

nated as ñmembership month.ò  Existing members are asked to 

renew ASAP, and do their part in recruiting new members.  The 

fee is $10 and should be sent to P.O. Box 12, Winter Beach, Fl., 

32971. WBNA President Scott Taylor feels the group has made 

great strides in its short existence and vows to stay vigilant in 

making sure Winter Beach remains a great place in which to 

live. 

The annual meeting will be held on March 18th, 7 p.m. at the 

Good Shepherd Church on 65th Street.   

During the meeting a slate of officers will be presented and 

voted upon. Old business will be discussed as well as new.  

Questions and comments will be taken from those in atten-

dance. Refreshments will be served. 

Art Neuberger, an active Vero 

Beach community leader and 6 

year Winter Beach resident 

jumped in with both feet when 

the WBNA was formed.  ñIôve 

always been interested in com-

munity affairs and being in-

volved, so I was happy to see 

neighbors in our little country-

side community organize and 

make a difference,ò Art ex-

plained. So, it wasnôt much of a 

surprise when Art volunteered to 

spearhead the Neighborhood 

Watch Program.   

He meets monthly with the Sherriff's Department and passes 

along any criminal activity to WBNA members via e-mail. This 

monthôs Incident Report listed 17 cases in the Winter Beach 

area. ñIn January everything from animal abuse to grand theft 

was reported. Receiving this type of information in a timely 

manor is another reason why being a member of the WBNA is 

so important,ò says WBNA Treasurer David Phillips.  

The following people are currently captains in the Watch Pro-

gram: Roger Parsons (Crystal Falls); Marty Zickert, Mark Peter-

son, Pat & Cathi Kester and Debbie Taflinger (Cobblestone); 

Terri Lister (High Pines); Ronnie Frandutto (S. 51st. Ave.); Art 

Neuberger (West 65th St.); Roni Fuster (East 69th St.). If you 

are interested in participating please contact Art at 567-7827.   
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ARE YOU IN THE LOOP?  

Art is responsible for placing 

two signs on 65th. ñMore are 

needed,ò he emphasizes. The 

cost is $30.  Order one for your 

neighborhood! 

Becky Moon and Roni Fuster have the WBNA to thank for  

their friendship!  They agree ñthereôs nothing like having 

friends in the neighborhood .ò 

Get in the Loop.  Join WBNA now.   



An interview with our County Commissioner, by Roni Fuster 

Joe Flescheréa man of the people 
After spending an afternoon with Joe I can see why he was elected County Commissioner for District 

2.  Heôs all about family, country, service and fellow man.  He considers his job ña privilege and is 

happy to do it 24/7. 

A native New Yorker, Joe graduated with and AA from college in Business/Marketing when there 

were no jobs in that field.   He was drawn to law enforcement and felt he could make a difference. He 

enrolled in the Police Academy and graduated in 1983.  ñThereôs nothing like being a cop in Brook-

lyn,ò he explains.  Itôs the greatest show on earth!  I spent time at the United Nations and had the op-

portunity to meet three Presidents, the Pope, Henry Kissinger, Fidel Castro and many other world 

leaders.  It was an experience I wouldnôt trade for the world.ò  And itôs evident by all the memora-

bilia proudly displayed in his office. (A side note:  Joe and his entire family were in New York pre-

paring for his fatherôs funeral on 9/11.  Joe reflected on the many friends he lost that day but thatôs another story!)  After being in-

jured in the line of duty he became Director of Security and Fire Safety at an airport hotel in NYC.  He was then offered a position as 

Manager on duty of a major hotel in Manhattan.  ñThat was really an exciting time also,ò he related. 

When his parents moved to Vero Beach in 1995, Joe and his siblings made the decision that someone in the family needed to follow.  

Joeôs wife Rosemary made a visit and reported that Vero would be a great place to raise their two children Joseph and Marlene.  

With no job in hand the Flescher family made the move.  ñAfter a year of being a óhotel engineerô (which really means janitor), I met 

then Sheriff Gary Wheeler and told him about my background.    He suggested I attend the local Police Academy and apply to the 

IRC Sheriffôs Office.  The rest is history,ò Joe relates with fondness:  ñI truly enjoyed those early days when I patrolled on bicycle.  

It was a óhands onô approach to police work.ò He excelled with people interaction and went on to work in education/out-reach and 

served as a spokesperson for the Sherriffôs Office.  After working at the Emergency Operating Center for the two hurricanes,  he 

decided to run for County Commissioner in 2006.  And, he continues to run as the Republican Candidate of District 2 in the upcom-

ing Primary Election to be held August 24, 2010.  

About Winter Beaché 

Get in the Loop.  Join WBNA now.  For more information  contact Roni Fuster, 

 772-569-2787 or write to her at: ronifus@comcast.net 

Joe believes Winter Beach is special because its heritage and 

culture have remained intact, while significant growth has taken 

place. ñSometimes change and growth can change the fabric or 

flavor of a community.  But Iôm happy to say that hasnôt hap-

pened in Winter Beach.  It reminds me of a patchwork quilt.  Itôs 

diverse, yet homogeneous.  Thatôs the way I was raisedéin a 

melting pot.ò   

I specifically asked about the activity seen on the south side of 

65th Street, just west of Good Shepherd Church.  He explained:  

ñOne parcel is designed as a planned community called High 

Point.  There is also another parcel owned by a corporation in 

Miami where the land was being cleared unde the guise of agri-

culture.  The county invoked a stop order on the clearing be-

cause once an area has been designated residential it canôt  be 

used for agriculture.ò  Furthermore, he feels that because of cur-

rent economic conditions, the Lost Tree Development is in a 

holding pattern.   

I also asked him to confirm the purpose for the newly con-

structed 39th Ave. between 71st and 69th Sts.  ñIndeed it was 

comes to fruition (a Publix is included in the plan) we will need 

to open up a new railroad crossing and the one on 71st St. will be 

closed.  Therefore the traffic coming from the church, cemetery 

and other entities on 71st. will turn south on 39th Ave. and gain 

access to Old Dixie and U.S. 1 from 69th Street.  Because the 

Divosta Developers, North American Properties and the County 

will be responsible for sharing the infrastructure of this new 

expansion, I donôt expect to see any action for several years,ò he 

went on to say. 

He ended our discussion by complimenting the WBNA.  

ñYour group is important because it brings cohesiveness to 

Winter Beach.  Youôre not representing any special interest 

group, but those of the entire community. Itôs a vehicle to 

communicate/mobilize the citizenry .   Itôs a forum that fa-

cilitates good government.  I congratulate you!ò 

Joe welcomes anyone who has questions or comments to call or 

visit.  But take it from meéyou wonôt want to leave.  He can be 

contacted at:  1801 27th Street, Building A; e-mailed at: 

jflescher@ircgov.com; or called at: 772-226-1493. 


